REGISTER 


$1.50 FOUNDEDIN1905 FACEBOOK.COM/OCREGISTER TWITTER.COM/OCREGISTER 


Tuesday, November 7, 2017 


THE ORANGE COUNTY 


ocregister.com 


COMMUNITY 


ULAT 


PHOTOS: JEFF GRITCHEN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Taylor Harkins created his own workspace to assemble Legos that have been donated to Goodwill in Santa Ana. The 36-year-old man has 
found his niche, making donated Legos into elaborate buildings, vehicles and characters. Goodwill then resells the creations online. 


A PERFECT F 


Man with special needs builds his place in the world with Legos, Goodwill 


By Keith Sharon 
ksharon@scng.com 
@KeithSharonOC on Twitter 


The doctor who diagnosed Taylor Har- 
kins told his parents not to expect much. 

The boy was dyspraxic, which means he 
had a brain disorder that made him ex- 
tremely uncoordinated. He had Asperger’s 
syndrome, an autism spectrum disorder 
that described Taylor’s difficulty reading so- 
cial cues and anti-social behavior. He was 
hyperactive. He had a low IQ score. Later, 
he would be diagnosed with epilepsy. 

His disabilities would prevent him from 
attending typical school classes, from driv- 
ing a car, from connecting with people, 
from participating in so much of life. 

“Do not,” Dr. Martin Baren, a behav- 
ioral pediatrician, told Taylor’s parents in 
the early 1980s, “expect him to take care 
of himself.” 

Baren died in 2008 at age 75. 


Harkins shows off some of his favorite 
Lego minifigures at his workspace at the 
Goodwill warehouse in Santa Ana. 


Clyde Harkins, Taylor’s father, wishes 
that Baren was still around. 
“T wish he could see my son now,” Clyde 
said. “I think he would be impressed.” 
Taylor Harkins, 36, has created a niche 
for himself after so many years of strug- 
gling. He has become a star in the most 
unlikely place, a warehouse in Santa Ana 
where he is a model for e-commerce busi- 
nesses around the United States. 
When CEOs visit Shop Goodwill in 
Santa Ana, the tour always stops in 


Taylor’s lair, where he creates worlds that 
blow their minds. 

It all started because he wore a Marvel 
T-shirt to work. 


Something was wrong 


Taylor Harkins was born blue. 

He had swallowed his own bowel move- 
ment in the womb and had choked for just 
long enough to sustain a serious injury. 

His parents, Clyde and Judy, knew their 
newborn son was in distress, but they had 
no idea how much trauma he had endured. 
When they took him home from the hospi- 
tal, they thought they had a healthy, happy 
baby. 

As he grew, Taylor looked like any typ- 
ical kid. 

But something was wrong. He was so 
clumsy, and when he fell, he didn’t put his 
hands down to break his fall. He spilled 
things at dinner. He didn’t learn at the 
same pace as other kids. He got so frus- 
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EDUCATION 


CSUF president to head nonprofit 


Mildred Garcia to leave 
university in January 


By Chris Haire 
chaire@scng.comn >> @CJHaire on Twitter 


FULLERTON » Mildred Garcia will end her 
six-year tenure as Cal State Fullerton’s pres- 
ident in January to become the next leader 
of a nonprofit in Washington, D.C., that ad- 
vocates on behalf of higher education. 

Garcia will become the president of the 
American Association of State Colleges and 
Universities, a coalition of 420 universities 
and college systems nationwide, replacing 
her retiring predecessor. 

During her tenure at Cal State Fullerton, 
the university — which has a record 40,439 
students enrolled this year — improved its 
graduation rate by 30 percent, and its grad- 
uation rate for first-time freshmen who stay 
on campus for four years by 65 percent. 

CSUF tripled the money annually brought 
in via donations to $22 million. And the uni- 
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Cal State Fullerton President Mildred Garcia will leave her post next year. 


ARREST 


WEATHER 


Man accused 


TECHNOLOGY INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Broadcom Trump to Japan: Protect 
targets yourself 

Qualcomm The president told 

in largest-ever Japanese Prime Min- 

tech deal ister Shinzo Abe that 


Company with O.C. 
roots makes $105 
billion offer for a rival 
chipmaker in a pro- 
posed deal certain to 
come under intense 
regulatory scrutiny. 
BUSINESS ON NEWS 11 


he could protect his 
country from a nucle- 
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in video sent to 
Soka instructor 
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TEXAS MASS 
SHOOTING 


Gunman 
hada 
history of 
domestic 
violence 


By Jim Vertuno, Will Weissert 
and Paul J. Weber 
The Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS » 
The gunman who killed 26 people 
at a small-town Texas church had 
a history of domestic violence and 
sent threatening text messages to 
his mother-in-law, a member of 
First Baptist, before the attack in 
which he fired at least 450 rounds 
at helpless worshippers, authori- 
ties said Monday. 

A day after the deadliest mass 
shooting in state history, the mil- 
itary acknowledged that it did not 
submit the shooter’s criminal his- 
tory to the FBI, as required by the 
Pentagon. If his past offenses had 
been properly shared, they would 
have prevented him from buying 
a gun. 

Investigators also revealed that 
sheriff’s deputies had responded 
to a domestic violence call in 2014 
at Devin Patrick Kelley’s home in- 
volving a girlfriend who became 
his second wife. Later that year, 
he was formally ousted from the 
Air Force for a 2012 assault on his 
ex-wife in which he choked her 
and struck her son hard enough 
to fracture his skull. 
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Pastor Frank Pomeroy and wife 
Sherri join a news conference near 
First Baptist Church of Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, on Monday. 


CANYON FIRE 2 


OFFICIALS: IGNITION 
LIKELY CAME FROM 
EMBERS FROM 
PREVIOUS BLAZE 


By Scott Schwebke 
sschwebke@scng.com 
@thechalkoutline on Twitter 


ANAHEIM » The Canyon fire 2 that 
last month scorched more than 
9,200 acres, destroying 15 houses 
and 10 other structures, was likely 
started by high winds pushing 
smoldering em- 
bers from a clump 
of oak ignited by a 
previous fire in the 
same area, Ana- 
heim Fire & Res- 
cue officials said 
on Monday. 

“The winds 
that came up were 
some of the stron- 
gest winds we 
have had in years,” Chief Randy 
R. Bruegman said at a news con- 
ference held at an Anaheim fire 
station about the blaze’s cause. “It 
was an environment created by 
that wind.” 

With 50-mph Santa Ana winds 
blowing, there was little that 
could have been done to prevent 
the fire from quickly spreading, 
said Sgt. Daron Wyatt, the spokes- 
man for the city’s fire and police 
departments. 

“Once the embers got into the 
fresh vegetation, there was noth- 
ing that could be done to stop it,” 
he said. 

The initial Canyon fire broke 
out around 1 p.m. on Sept. 25 
when an automobile, likely by ac- 
cident, struck a road flare from 
a Caltrans sweeper-train crew, 
knocking it into dry brush near 
the 91 freeway and Coal Canyon 
on the border of Orange and Riv- 
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